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§293.14

been or are being customarily used
with respect to other such occupancies
surrounded by National Forest Wilder-
ness. The Forest Service will, when ap-
propriate, issue permits which shall
prescribe the routes of travel to and
from the surrounded occupancies, the
mode of travel, and other conditions
reasonably necessary to preserve the
National Forest Wilderness.

[39 FR 31321, Aug. 28, 1974]

§293.14 Mineral leases and mineral
permits.

(a) All laws pertaining to mineral
leasing shall extend to each National
Forest Wilderness for the period speci-
fied in the Wilderness Act or subse-
quent establishing legislation to the
same extent they were applicable prior
to the date the Wilderness was des-
ignated by Congress as a part of the
National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem. No person shall have any right or
interest in or to any mineral deposits
which may be discovered through
prospecting or other information-gath-
ering activity after the legal date on
which the laws pertaining to mineral
leasing cease to apply to the specific
Wilderness, nor shall any person after
such date have any preference in apply-
ing for a mineral lease, license, or per-
mit.

(b) Mineral leases, permits, and li-
censes covering lands within National
Forest Wilderness will contain reason-
able stipulations for the protection of
the wilderness character of the land
consistent with the use of the land for
purposes for which they are leased, per-
mitted, or licensed. The Chief, Forest
Service, shall specify the conditions to
be included in such stipulations.

(c) Permits shall not be issued for the
removal of mineral materials com-
monly known as common varieties under
the Minerals Act of July 31, 1947, as
amended and supplemented (30 U.S.C.
601-604).

[39 FR 31321, Aug. 28, 1974]

§293.15 Gathering information about
resources other than minerals.

(a) The Chief, Forest Service, shall
allow any activity, for the purposes of
gathering information about resources,
other than minerals, in National For-
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est Wilderness, except that any such
activity for gathering information
shall be carried on in a manner com-
patible with the preservation of the
wilderness environment. Prospecting
for minerals or any activity for the
purpose of gathering information about
minerals in National Forest Wilderness
is subject to the regulations in part 252
of this chapter.

(b) [Reserved]

(c) Any person desiring to use motor-
ized equipment, to land aircraft, or to
make substantial excavations for the
purpose of gathering information about
resources, other than minerals, shall
apply in writing to the Office of the
Forest Supervisor or District Ranger
having jurisdiction over the land in-
volved. Excavations shall be considered
substantial which singularly or collec-
tively exceed 200 cubic feet within any
area which can be bounded by a rec-
tangle containing 20 surface acres.
Such use or excavation may be author-
ized by a permit issued by the Forest
Service. Such permits may provide for
the protection of National Forest re-
sources, including wilderness values,
protection of the public, and restora-
tion of disturbed areas, including the
posting of performance bonds.

(d) Prospecting for water resources
and the establishment of new res-
ervoirs, water-conservation works,
power projects, transmission lines, and
other facilities needed in the public in-
terest and the subsequent maintenance
of such facilities, all pursuant to sec-
tion (4)(d)(4)(1) of the Wilderness Act,
will be permitted when and as author-
ized by the President.

[39 FR 31321, Aug. 28, 1974, as amended at 42
FR 35960, July 13, 1977]

§293.16 Special provisions governing
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness, Superior National For-
est, Minnesota.

(a) Motorboat use. (1) For purposes of
this section, motorboats permitted to
operate in the BWCA Wilderness are
defined as watercraft propelled by a
gasoline or electric powered motor
with the propeller below the waterline.

(2) Motorboats may operate without
restrictions on motor size or number of
motors on Sand Point Lake, Little
Vermilion Lake, Loon Lake, Loon
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